PSALMS 119
A study of Psalms 119

1. How do we gain happiness? (5 ways) vs 1-3

a. Follow laws of God  Psalms 1
b. Search for God  Jeremiah 6:16; Isaiah 55:1
c. Do the Lord’s will

i. What is the Lord’s will?  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, neighbor as your self  (Mk 12:28-30; Matt 22:36-40; Deut 6:5; 11:13, 22; 30:6)
d. Reject compromise with evil

i. Be renewed in your mind  Romans 12:1; Ephesians 4:14-16
ii. Capture thoughts and bring into captivity II Corinthians 10:5
e. Walk only in his paths  (Deut 5:32,33; 10:12-14; Joshua 1;8, 9; Psalms 25; Jer. 6:16)
2. David writes in vs.4-6, the results of obeying the laws of God.  What are they?
3. After being corrected, what will David do and what should we do?  Vs 7, 8

4. How can a young man stay pure? Vs 9

a. Reading word, following its rules  (Psalms 1)

5. David did 3 things in vs.10, 11
a. Tried best to find God

b. Thought about your words

c. Stored words in his heart.  Result?  Hold back from sin

6. David says teach me your rules, vs 12  What will he do as a result of learning God’s rules? Vs 12-16
a. Recite his laws

b. Rejoice in them more than riches  (see vs. 72)
c. Meditate in them

d. Give them my full respect

e. Delight in them

f. Not forget them
7. In verses 17 & 18 David requests 2 things of the Lord.

a. Bless me with life and open my eyes to see your word

8. In 19 & 20 he stays that he is a pilgrim on this earth and needs a roadmap.  Proverbs 3:6 and Romans 8:28
9. What is David’s attitude toward the cursed proud ones?  Vs 21-24 They will be punished but David will continue in God’s plans for God’s laws are both his light and counselor.

10. Both in verses 25 & 28 David expresses his sorrow (discouragement and grief).  In both instances (verses) what is the hope he relies on for revival, encouragement and cheer?

a. In both instances it is God’s words (God’s Word).

b. In vs. 26 & 27 David asks for what 2 things?  

i. Give me your instructions, 

ii. Make me understand

c. In verse 28 - 32 David has chosen to do what 3 things?

i. I have chosen to do right

ii. I cling to your commands and follow them as closely as I can

iii. Help me to want your will  (Psa. 37:6  Desires of your heart)
iv. I cling to your commands

v. Don’t let me make a mess of things

vi. Help me to want your will

vii. I will follow our laws

11. What 2 things does David ask of the Lord, vs 33-38

a. Tell me what to do and I do it

b. Make me walk along the right paths for I know how delightful they really are

i. Commandments occur 22 times in this chp.

ii. 180 times in O.T.

c. Help me to prefer obedience to making money

d. Turn me away from want my own plans

e. Revive my heart towards you

f. Reassure me that your promises are for me

g. I trust and revere you

12.  In verse 39 David tells God he dreads being reproached. Why?

a. God’s laws are right and good

13.  Why doesn’t David want to forget God’s words?, vs 43

a. They are his only hope.

14. In verses 44-46 David says 2 things he will do.
   a. obey forever and ever which brings freedom

   b. speak to kings about the value of commandments and they will listen.

15. How does David show his compassionate love for the commands of God? Vs. 47, 48

a. ‘Come, come to me,’ he writes of the Lord’s commands

b.  What gives David hope?  Vs 49, 50  What 3 things do they do for him?




1.  give strength, refresh, revive

16. Proud men criticize for his obedience, contempt, hatred, dislike. What is his reaction?

a. Stands unmoved, obeyed since youth,  Word has been his comfort, vs 51, 52
17. What kind of attitude does David express in verse 53? Anger  (see 136, 159, 146, 167)

18. What have these laws of God done for David?  Been source of joy and singing

19. What is unique about verse 55?  Obey at night  (see Romans 12:2)
20. David had been headed in wrong direction so what did he do?  Vs 59, 60

a. Turned around and came running back (repentance)

21. How do we become anchored into God’s laws?  Vs. 61

a. Meditate, Joshua 1:8, Psalms 1

22. What did David do at midnight?  Vs 62

a. How does vs. 63 agree with Malachi 3:16

23. David confesses that he has been blessed, vs. 65 and so desires 2 things, vs. 66

a. Good judgment and knowledge  vs. 66a

b. What will be the source?  vs. 66b

24. Verses 59 and 67 describe a wondering spirit.  What changed his mind?
a. Thinking about wrong path (vs. 59), punishment (vs. 67)  See vs. 75
25. What is David’s attitude, vs. 68?  God is good so asks God to make him follow

26. Describe David’s attitude in verses 69 and 70?

a. David is referring to Israel who was insensible since they grew fat on the bountiful blessings of God yet did not obey but forsook their God, resisting his salvation.  Jeshurun is the poetic name for Israel.  (See Deut 32:15).  What is David’s attitude?
b. How have we forsaken God and the blessings we enjoy?

27.  What is David’s attitude in vs. 71 and 72?  Do we appreciate chastisement?  Hebrews 12:6 (see 10 & 11)

a.  The chastisements of God are sometimes for the purpose of bringing His wandering children back to repentance.  God often uses the loving, Christian reproof of a brother to be the means of bringing us back to God as in 2 Tim. 2:24-25.  (See Acts 2:37-41, Jonah 3:5-10).

28.  As we trust in God, those that fear and trust God will welcome us, vs. 74.
29. Again David expresses his delight in the Lord’s chastisement, vs 75
30. David prays in vs. 76 but this prayer and the meaning of the word pray in this instance means to pray for God’s people (Israel) and God’s house as in Psalms 122:6-8.  David also asks for God’s comfort, (see Psalms 23:4)
31. Verse 77 tells us that God’s laws are David’s delight.  See also vs. 47, 103, 111, 119, 167

32. When the proud tell lies about David, (vs 78) what is his response?  Meditation, (see vs. 15)
a. What are precepts?  See Psa. 111:7; 119:4, 159, Jeremiah 35:18, 19 

33. How does vs 79 agree with Malachi 3:16?
34. Verses 81- 88, list 7 things David will do

a. Faint for God’s salvation, expect God’s help

b. Looking for promises to come true

c. Asks God for comfort

d. Will cling to laws and obey them

e. Requests God’s help

f. Refuses to yield or disobey

g. Asks God to spare his life
35. What does David confess about God, vs. 89-91

a. Word stands firm in heaven

b. Faithfulness extends to each generation

c. Everything serves God’s plans

36. Summarize what David is saying in vs. 92-96.

a.  God’s laws have been his delight and David will never forget them for they have given him life.  David gives attention to God’s commandments, they will last forever, see Matt. 5:18

37. What does David say that the laws of God do for him in verses  97-100?

a. They make him wiser than his enemies, teachers and the aged

38. Again in verses 101-104  David states 4 things

a. Refuses to walk the paths of evil

b. Will remain obedient

c. Admits God’s words are sweeter than honey

d. Rules give wisdom/understanding

39. As in verses 19 & 20, verse 105 states the obvious truth to David, that God’s words are a flashlight for the path ahead.  How do we use God’s word as a flashlight?
40. In verse 106, David repeats the promise to obey.

41. In verse 107 to 112 David  feels he is close to death in the hands of the wicked but nevertheless , he states the following:

a. You promised me life

b. Teach me your desires

c. I will not give up obedience

d. I will not turn aside

e. Laws are joyous treasure

f. I will obey until I die

42. In verses 113 to 117 David 
a. He loves God’s laws

b. They are refuge and shield

c. They are source of hope

d. He will continue to obey

43, In verses 118-120 David announces the judgments of God.  What happens to those that stray from his statutes?  (Vs.  118, God rejects them;  vs. 119, You put them away like refuse
43. Vs. 121 & 122 tell us that David has done justice and righteousness.  From whom does he want     

        to be delivered?  Oppressors or those that push him down, terrorize him  (see vs. 134)
44. In verses 123-127 David tells his readers that he has diligently searched for God.  He desires to know God’s statutes, (see vs. 135) testimonies, and his love for God’s word is compared to what item, vs. 127?  (see 143b)
45.  Vs. 131 tells us that David panted for God’s word (see 42:1).  See 19:7, 8; Romans 7:7
46. Why do you suspect David desires for the Lord to show him mercy?  First, what is mercy?  The answer to the first question is in verses 133-136.

47. How does verse 133 ‘guide my steps by your word’ relate to Psalms 1?

48. Who are these evil people surrounding David in vs. 134?  Look at verses like 126, 122, 115, 110, and 95.
49. David desires love, vs. 135.  How has God demonstrated his love, not only to David but everybody?  Regarding decrees, see vs. 68.
50. Vs. 136 states that tears are rushing from David’s eyes.  What is the promise of tears we shed in sorrow for the unsaved, down trodden, wayward, etc?  Isa. 25:8, Rev. 7:17; 21:4.  See Psa. 56:8; 6:6; 126:5; 144:13; 126:4, 5.
51. Verses 137 & 8 tell us that God’s laws are righteous, fair and trustworthy.  David told us in verses 1-12 that the commandments of God are much to be desired.  Everything God does is right; every command is trustworthy and teaches us to live faithfully.
52. David is overcome by righteous anger in verse 139.  Why?  See vs. 129, 111, 112.

53. Why does David love God’s promises so much in verse 140?  Psalms 12:6 tells us that God’s word is pure, having been tried in a furnace of earth seven times.  How do we test God’s word?
54.  Even though insignificant and despised, what does David not forget to do in vs. 141?

55. In vs. 142, David writes that your righteousness (justice) is eternally right.  What did he mean?

56. When troubles come down on us, are we anxious to obey God’s commands like David did, vs. 143?

57. In verse 144, God’s laws are right, they help me to understand, Psalms 119:9
58. Vs 145 What is David’s promise?  How do we pray ‘with all of our heart?’
59.  Vs 146  Verse 84, 87 & 94 also asks for God’s rescue.  From what does David desire rescue?
60. Vs 147 Check out Mark 1:35.   In what does David hope?
61. Vs 148  Check Psalms 1 
62. vs 149  How does David get revived?
63. What does David fear in verse 150?

64. Vs. 151, God honors his word above his name, Luke 21:33;  What proclamation does David make?  Psa. 145:18.  How do you call on the Lord in truth?  Isaiah 50:7-9 

65. How long will God’s laws last?  Luke 21:33

66. What is David’s plea?  What proclaim nation does he make?  106b, 92, 86a, 83b, 78b, 103, 105.  Also check Psalms 79:4 and Lamentations  5:1.

67. David is fleeing from Saul but trusts in god, I Samuel 4:15.  God invites us to bring our case before him, Micah 6:1-8, and he will bring justice, Micah 7:9
68. In verse 155, what is the status of the wicked?

69. Vs. 156, God’s ,mercies are numerous; 119:64; 100:5; 130:7; Hosea 6:6, Micah 6:8; Eph. 2:4.  God desires our faithfulness and loyalty, Matt. 9:12, 13

70. Vs. 157, what proclaim nation does David make?  Psa. 44:18; Job 23:11, 12

71. Vs. 158, We must be sorrowful of the evil we see, Ezekiel 9:4.  Place a mark (X is last letter of the Hebrew alphabet) sealing of the 144,000, Revelation 7:2, 3
72. What are precepts?  119:15; 18:8, 103:18, 117:7

73. Vs. 160; see 139:17, 18

74. Vs. 161, David is thinking about being chased by Saul, I Samuel 24:17, 26:18

75. Vs. 162,3; David loves the word; 42:1,2; 119:127, 140, 103, 77, 70, 72, 63:1-3

76. How many times should we praise the Lord?

77. Vs. 165; I John 2:10; Prov. 3:2; Isaiah 26:3

78. Vs. 166-8; see 119:29, 159, 100, 93, 78b, 97; Prov. 5:1

79. vs. 169  See 119:27, 144

80. Vs. 170-176 is David’s prayer and can be ours as well.  See Luke 15:4-7
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